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Cathy Currey Hardy, November 2001

2. Location

Locust Grove, now demolished is associated with 13590 Swindler Road, Mount Victoria, MD
20661. The site 1s associated with Charles County Property Tax Map 83 Parcel 60.

7. Description

Locust Grove was demolished not long after being surveyed by J. Richard Rivoire in 1978. In
it’s a place a one story contemporary brick dwelling was erected in 1982.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _129.66



CHAS-91 Circa 1815
LOCUST GROVE (Burrough's Hall)

Mt. Victoria

Private

Built in a regionally characteristic Federal-style plan,
Locust Grove has several notable features. Of frame construction,
two stories with an end hall-double parlor floor plan, it has
attractive interior woodwork, including fireplace mantels with
shaped cornice shelves over a reeded frieze. The mantel in the
southwest first floor room is especially noteworthy, having reeded
pilasters and carved sunbursts. This mantel is similar in design
to those in the main drawing rooms of nearby "Rock Hall" (CH-85)
and "Charleston" (CH-64). The main stair has a delicately de-
signed balustrade with mahogany rails and posts and shaped spandrels.
Several second floor doors retain hand painted graining in imita-
tion of figured maple.

The exterior of the house, which has eave cornices decorated
with reeded bedmoldings, is dominated by a large double chimney
with two-story pent at the south end. This chimney is similar in
design to the chimneys of "Timber Neck" (CH- ) and "Chimney House"
(CH-14). Although there was once a number of examples of this
particular chimney design, only about five remain in Charles County.

Locust Grove is a central and very important link in a chain
of historic properties extending the length of the west side of
the Wicomico River. Adjacent properties include Hard Bargain,
Yatten, West Hatton, Crains Lot, Rock Hall, Charleston and Mt.

Victoria.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Locust Grove is a regionally characteristic Federal-style house of
frame construction, three bays wide on the west (front) and east
(rear) elevations and one bay deep at the first floor level of the
of the north end. Entrance doors occupy the first bays from the
north end of the side elevations. A third and later door was in-
stalled in the first bay from the south end of the rear elevation
replacing a former window. All of the windows frame 6-over-6 sash.
The first floor sash, though early, appears to be a replacement of
the originals. A shed-roofed porch extends the full width of the
west front.

The exterior of Locust Grove is dominated by a large double chimney
with two-story pent at the south end. The chimney is of Flemish
bond brick construction with tiled weatherings and free-standing
stacks. Two small windows centered in the chimney, one at the first
floor and one directly below the pent roof, light interior closets.
Similar chimneys can be seen at "Timber Neck Farm" (CH- ) and
"Chimney House" (CH-14). The gable roof, now sheathed with tin, has
cornices with ogee crown moldings and reeded bedmoldings.

Partially covering the south end chimney is a later two-story frau
wing that appears to incorporate a formerly detached or semi-detached
one-story kitchen. 2An early (1940's) photograph of the house shows
the same wing with an exterior chimney with stepped weatherings at
the south end. This chimney has since been removed. The same
photograph shows the wing to have had a porch extending the full
length of its west side.

The first floor room configuration of the main block includes a

side stair hall at the north end and two large south rooms. On the
first and second floor the area south of the hall is partitioned

into two rooms, each with doors opening into the chimney pent closets.
On the second floor the front half of the stair hall has a small

room that was later enlarged to provide a modern bathroom. In the
attic there is a short hall with a small room toward the front and

a single large room south of the hall.

Most of the interior woodwork is original and consists of two-piece
window and door surrounds of an early nineteenth century profile.
The trim is similar to that at "Linden", (CH-48; NR) near Port
Tobacco. The stair, located at the east end of the hall, rises in
four flights to the attic. It has a delicate, Federal-style balus-
trade with a mahogany rail, mahogany posts and square balusters.
Shaped spandrels decorate the step-ends of the lower two flights. ]
Most of the doors are original and of a six panel design. Those~”
the second floor are hand grained to resemble figured maple. Eac.
of the four mantels, two on each floor level, has a molded cornice
(continued on the attached sheet)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in a regionally characteristic Federal-style plan, Locust Grove has
several notable features. Of frame construction, two stories with an end
hall-double parlor floor plan, it has attractive interior woodwork,
including fireplace mantels with shaped cornice shelves over a reeded
frieze. The mantel in the southwest first floor room is especially note-
worthy, having reeded pilasters and carved sunbursts. This mantel is
similar in design to those in the main drawing rooms of nearby "Rock Hall"
(CH-85) and "Charleston" (CH-64). The main stair has a delicately designed
balustrade with mahogany rails and posts and shaped spandrels. Several
~econd floor doors retain hand painted graining in imitation of figured
laple.

The exterior of the house, which has eave cornices decorated with reeded
bedmoldings, is dominated by a large double chimney with two-story pent
at the south end. This chimney is similar in design to the chimneys of
"Timber Neck" (CH- ) and "Chimney House" (CH-14). Although there was
once a number of examples of this particular chimney design, only about
five remain in Charles County.

Locust Grove is a central and very important link in a chain of historic
properties extending the length of the west side of the Wicomico River.
Adjacent properties include Hard Bargain, Yatten, West Hatton, Crains Lot,
Rock Hall, Charleston and Mt. Victoria.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Locust Grove Fgrm (Burrough's Hall) is located on a 178.50 acre
tract of }and identified as Parcel 60, Map 83, Charles County Tax
Maps (revised January 1976).
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Charles County Planning Department February 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



(H-9i

Continuation of #7 (Description)--LOCUST GROVE FARM (BURROUGHS HALL)
Page 2

shelf above a reeded frieze. The mantel of the southwest first floor
room is particularly attractive and is embellished with carved sun-
bursts on the ends and in the middle of the frieze. The floors are
of yellow pine laid in random widths and the baseboards are molded.
The walls are of plaster over hand split lath with cut nails. There
are no cornices or chairrails.

The wing, which was probably built in the mid-nineteenth century,
has a single large room at the south end (apparently the original
kitchen area) and a narrow hall and pantry in the area between it
and the main block. The second floor is partitioned into two bed-
rooms. Access to the second floor is gained by a narrow stair
between the first floor kitchen and pantry. That the wing as it now
exists is later is evidenced by the fact that it partially covers
both pent windows in the south chimney of the main block.






CHAS-91
LOCUST GROVE, View From S.E.
J.R.Rivoire, 1978






CHAS-91
LOCUST GROVE, View From S.i.
J.R.Rivoire, 1978



